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Dear All, 
 
A couple of things to mention this month as we all prepare for the last 3 weeks at school before Christmas. 
 
 

Volunteer Risk Assessment  

 

Keeping Children Safe in Education (DfE, 2018) introduced for the first time the need to formally risk assess 

volunteers who work in schools. "Under no circumstances should a volunteer in respect of whom no checks 

have been obtained be left unsupervised or allowed to work in regulated activity." (KCSIE, Paragraph 161) 

 

Andrew Hall (Safeguarding in Schools) has had several schools asking whether they need to do a risk 

assessment for each volunteer if they always do an enhanced DBS check, as it is thought that it is the       

intention in KCSIE. His advice is that schools should always do an individual risk assessment, and always do 

an enhanced DBS. It could be argued that a generic statement in the Safer Recruitment policy would be 

sufficient, but Andrew advises that an assessment should be carried out for each person. 

 

Mental Health in schools  

For the first time since 2004, the NHS has released data on children and young people’s mental health. 

The data has revealed that 12.8 percent of 5- to 19-year-olds had at least one mental health disorder when 

they were assessed in 2017. Emotional disorders, including anxiety, depression, mania and bipolar affective 

disorder were the most common problems, affecting 8.1 percent of those surveyed. The links between social 

media use, cyber bullying, and conditions such as anxiety and depression, were also clear from the study.  

It is quite natural for children to worry and to be anxious at various stages of school and home life. Most 
children will learn how to manage their thoughts, feelings and emotions, but some may need extra support. 
The website below is full of resources and is a good starting point for training and for working directly with 
children and families. 

https://www.mentallyhealthyschools.org.uk/mental-health-needs/the anxious-or-worried-child 

A member of staff from DWINS will be attending a Mental Health Lead Conference in January and Andrea 
Rampton is attending the ESAC (Education Safeguarding Advisory Committee) Forum on 6th December and 
will feed back to the other schools. 

Finally a new child friendly version of the Child Protection Policy has been agreed by both the Academic Board 
and Local Governing Body and will be circulated  very soon. 

 
Please let me know if there’s anything you wish to discuss or if you have any concerns about safeguarding in 

your school. 

Best wishes, 
 
Shelley Muscatt 
Safeguarding Governor for Chancery Education Board of Trustees 
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Chancery Education Trust is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and 

volunteers to share this commitment  


