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What is Phonics?

Phonics is a way of teaching children how to read and write. It involves teaching children sounds to
put together to form words.
It helps children hear, identify and use different sounds that distinguish one word from another in
the English language.
Written language can be compared to a code, so knowing the sounds of individual letters and how
those letters sound when they are combined will help children decode words as they read.
Understanding phonics will also help children know which letters to use when they are writing
words.



What is Phonics?

• Phonics involves matching the sounds of spoken English with individual letters or 
groups of letters. For example, the sound k can be spelled as c, k, ck or ch (as in 
chorus).

• Teaching children to blend the sounds of letters together helps them decode unfamiliar 
or unknown words by sounding them out. For example, when a child is taught the 
sounds for the letters t, p, a and s, they can start to build up the words: “tap”, “taps”, 
“pat”, “pats” and “sat”.



What is Phonics?

There are more than 26 sounds in English language, in fact there are 44 sounds in total.

When children are learning phonics, they are learning these sounds and how they match 
to letters written on the page. 

Some of these sounds are made up of 2 or 3 letters. 2 letter sounds are called digraphs 
and three letter sounds are called trigraphs.



Pure Sounds
Pronouncing each letter sound clearly and distinctly without adding additional sounds to the end e.g. 
‘f’ not ‘fuh.’
Helping children to understand how to say what we call 'pure sounds' is an important factor in 
building a strong foundation for future and more complex phonetic skills. Being able to sound out pure 
sounds for letters such as 'f', 'm', and 's' as 'ff', 'mmm', and ' sss’ makes it much easier for children to 
blend sounds together to read.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCI2mu7URBc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCI2mu7URBc


Phonics Schemes of Work

John Wood – Read Write Inc

Oaklands – Monster Phonics

Darrick Wood Infant and Nursery School – Bug Club



What is the Phonics Screening Check?
➢The phonics screening check is a short, light touch assessment to confirm whether individual 
children have learnt phonic decoding to an appropriate standard. 

➢The checks consist of 40 words and non-words that your child will be asked to read one-on-
one with a teacher. 

➢It will identify the children who need extra help so they are given support by their school to 
improve their reading skills. They will then be able to retake the check so that schools can track 
children until they are able to decode.



What is the Phonics Screening Check?
➢When does it happen? 
➢Schools will be able to administer the check at any time that suits them during the week starting Monday 8th 
June. If a child is absent during that week, the school can administer the check up until the 19th June.
➢Who carries out the screening check? 
➢A teacher who is known to the child will carry out the test. Administering the phonics check requires a 
teacher’s professional judgement.
➢How long does the check take? 
➢Every child is different, but most children take between four and nine minutes to complete the assessment. It 
is not strictly timed.



What is the Phonics Screening Check?
➢Who is it for? 
➢The screening check is for all Year 1 pupils and children in Year 2 who previously did not meet the standard of the 
check in Year 1. 

➢Is it compulsory? 
➢Yes. It is a statutory requirement for all schools to carry out the screening check. 

➢Do children with Special Education Needs have to take the screening check? 
➢It should be taken by as many children as possible, and the Government have worked closely with SEND specialists to 
make this happen. Where necessary, adjustments will be made and appropriate guidance provided. For children who are 
working well below the level of the screening check (for example, if they have shown no understanding of letter -sound 
correspondences), there will be a disapplication process so they do not have to take part. Parents will be informed if a 
child is disapplied. 



What is the Phonics Screening Check?

➢We will share your child’s score with you in the end of year report. 
➢Children who have not met the standard in year 1 will re-take the phonics screening 
check in year 2. The results of any re-take will also be shared with you.
➢The pass mark is usually around 32 out of 40 however 
this is set nationally each year. 
Scores indicate how well children can blend and segment sounds. 



➢What are ‘non-words?’ 
The check will contain a mix of real words and ‘non words’ (nonsense words. ) Your child will be told before the check that 
there will be non-words that he or she has not seen before. We use ‘non words’ when we teach phonics, so your child 
should be familiar with the concept. ‘Non words ‘ are important because ‘words’ such as ‘ vap’ or ‘jound’ are new to all 
children . Children cannot read the non words by using their memory or vocabulary, they have to use their decoding skills. 
This is a fair way to assess their ability to decode.

➢Why are ‘non-words’ used in the test? 
Non-words are included because they will be new to all children, so there won’t be a bias to those with a good vocabulary 
knowledge or visual memory of words. Children who can read nonwords should have the skills to decode almost any 
unfamiliar word. The non-words are presented alongside a picture of an imaginary creature, and children can be told the 
non-word is the name of that type of creature. This helps children to understand the non -word should not be matched to 
their existing vocabulary.



➢Some of the graphemes used in the check represent a number of different 
phonemes. When decoding a real word in the check, the child has to select the 
correct phoneme for the word, for example the ‘ow’ in ‘blow’ should not be 
pronounced as the ‘ow’ in ‘cow’. When decoding a pseudo-word, all plausible 
alternative and regional pronunciations are acceptable.

Pronunciation of real words and pseudo-words











How do we prepare?
➢ Each school has daily phonics lessons following a structured approach. 

➢ We ensure that the children have regular practice blending sounds to read real and pseudo 
words.

➢ We ensure that there are plenty of opportunities for children to apply phonics in reading books 
and activities.

➢ There is regular ongoing teacher assessment to spot gapes early and provide extra support and 
intervention.



How can you support at home?
➢ Listening to your child reading regularly. 

➢ Encouraging sounding out and blending unfamiliar words. 

➢ Using phonics terminology at home to reinforce the different types of sounds.

➢ Keeping reading fun, positive and pressure-free.









Useful Links
Information for parents from DfE
Phonics screening check: information for parents
Phonics screening check: 2025 materials - GOV.UK

Phonics games:
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/BuriedTreasure2.html
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/PicnicOnPluto.html
https://www.phonicsbloom.com/
Letters and Sounds, English Games for 5-7 Years - Topmarks

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/690cb573dad669f061d46b58/Phonics_screening_check_information_for_parents.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/690cb573dad669f061d46b58/Phonics_screening_check_information_for_parents.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-2025-materials
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-2025-materials
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-2025-materials
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-2025-materials
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/BuriedTreasure2.html
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/BuriedTreasure2.html
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/PicnicOnPluto.html
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/PicnicOnPluto.html
https://www.phonicsbloom.com/
https://www.phonicsbloom.com/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds


Any questions?
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